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w=mnl PANDIT JAGDEESH CHANDRA
KATHABHATT: A LEGENDARY

PERSONALITY
Dr. K. G. Dayama

Surgeon Consultant and
Diabetic Foot Specialist,
Kota

Pandit Jagdeesh Chandra Kathabhatt of Champavat ji ka Mandir
Jaipur was a legendary personality not because he had so many
humane qualities in him but because he had the guts to utilize all these
superb qualities for the real benefit of the mankind. An institution in
himself, Panditji was the Rajguru of the Royal family of Jaipur and
was a veteran Sanskrit writer full of the knowledge of Vedas and a
great social reformer always keen to help the needy persons of the
society. I remember It was the year 1957 when I came in contact of
Panditji for the first time along with my elder brother who brought me
with him from my village Khedi (Shila) in Nagaur district for my
admission to SMS Medical College, Jaipur.

I cannot forget the gesture of the person who so promptly acted for an
unknown innocent child of just 17 years and looked not only for the
admission to a college but also cared for his safe living and allowed
me to stay with his son Ravi ji. In fact there were many problems in
getting admission into a Medical College but all the problems were
solved by Panditji within a fraction of a second because of his great
public love, behavior and accepting the people as their own, a rare
quality of having perfect benevolence to all. Later on my eldest
brother late Shri Jamna Lal ji Dayama so fascinated of the great
social, religious and spiritual views of Panditji was accepted as the
member of the family of Panditji and was involved in all family and
domestic affairs, ceremonies and functions. As Raviji selected his
own bride Sneh Prabha Diama, soon after their marriage they helped
me also select her cousin Sneh Lata Vyas as my bride and that has
helped me stay happy for last 50+ years.

Panditji was a treasure house of all good social characteristics giving
the phase of full understanding about the basic traditional highlights
related to the development of a person. He personified everyone in
his contact to be a person with Patience, Discipline and Honesty. As a
medical student I was advised by him to be devoted, dedicated,
disciplined and a time manager towards the beneficiaries which I am
still following and preserve them as mool mantras of a successful life.
Panditji believed in God and always suggested to follow the rules of
the nature as the rules of the almighty god. I am really delighted by
this opportunity, providing me some period of time, to remember the
great person Pandit Jagdeesh Chandra Kathabhatt of Champavat ji ka
Mandir Jaipur who basically nurtured and shaped my life that I could
put it successfully in the service of the mankind.
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In Memory of Jija Saheb

Dr. Krishna Chandra Joshi,
MBBS, MSc (Path), MD (Path),
KCJ Diagnostics Center, Shankar
Sadan, Adinath Marg, Jaipur

My earliest recollection of Jija Saheb is from about year 1945 when |
was studying in the third class at Vidya Bhavan School Udaipur and
when he used to visit Shankar Sadan our bungalow near Suraj-pole at
Udaipur. The whole household and family was happy and was
specially prepared for his welcome visit. He used to stay in the guest
room. In 1948 when Indian National Congress Convention
(Adhiveshan) was held I came to Jaipur with my father Bapusaheb
(Shriman Laxmi Lalji Joshi) and Subodh who also used to stay at
Udaipur and stayed with my sister Jiji (Manohar Bai who was about
16 years older than me) and Jija Saheb at Champavatji Mandir. We
enjoyed Jaipur, the Convention and the Procession; and also saw Pt.
Jawahar Lal Nehru, the first PM of India and other national Leaders.

T'used to visit and enjoy his company and anecdotes after 1950 when
we moved to Jaipur when Bapusaheb (Father) was among the first
IAS appointed in newly formed Rajasthan State. This continued for
several decades. I always found him in good humor and relaxed.
When I grew up I found that he was the thorough-most gentleman in
our family. He was royal in his thoughts and spending. My sister was
more careful with money. In childhood, I was bold and never afraid of
my loving mother (Bai) but was careful as my sister had more
authority on me. I and my nephew used to eat more than our share of
sweets, fruits and food in Udaipur where we had big garden also and
Bai (Mother) used to keep saving by hiding these items from us for
Subodh and Govind.

Often visiting Mandir in the evenings, I used to see him reading
Mahabharata in front of Chandra Vihariji. I clearly recall Maharaja

Sawai Man Singhji's visit during my Niece's (Bhani Bai
Udaykunwar's) wedding.

One anecdote is worth mentioning: On the day of retirement I found
Jija Saheb very happy and often he used to Shave for longer time so I
asked him the reason for his happiness. As mentioned elsewhere, he
had to work after loss of Jagir but was not used to regular daily job. So
he mentioned in Jaipur's Dundhari Dialect (Pind Chhoot Jawelo)
meaning he will be free of this work-related chore for future.

We also enjoyed our visit to his Ramniwas Village due to his
hospitality. He was very happy when [ started the clinic and made
progress in Medical field. He was a great Sanskrit scholar, well
respected in family through all ages, starting with my grandfather and
others including us.

Dr. Krishna Chandra Joshi on right with Dadaji and Subodh Ji
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Pitashri Dadaji: Krishna, Matri,
Gurujananam - Bhakta, Masaheb,
’q I..g Dadaji - Dhayji, and Bapusaheb

Ravi's Dutt Sharma
The Middle Son of Dadaji
December, 2016

1. (Samskrit)

Nishu Seed Ganapati Ganeshu, Twam Ahur Vipratamam Kaveenam,
Na Rite twad kriyate Kinchanare, Mahamarka Maghavan
Chitramarch. R. V.

i wrorud oy, @rrgfduaH s |
q %d @<lpad [FaR, qeme wuad = ||
Dadaji's writings show ability to paint varied aspects of Prakriti —
including Adhibhoutik views like those by Ganesha in Rigveda and
Mahabharata.

2. (Samskrit)
Yajjagrato Door Mudaiti Devam, Tadu Suptasya tathaiviti,
Doorangamam Jyotisham Jyotirekam, Tanme Manah
ShivaSankalpmastu. Y. V. (Krishna and Shukla)
Jouradl QAT <9, agaure agddafa)

iR ®, a9 99 Raddey 95 ||
His nobility reminds us of his Manas' — ability, to have noble thoughts
- through his mind's eye.

3. Yadyadacharati Sresthah Tata Tat Devetaro Janah Sa
YatPranam Kurute Lokastadanuvartate — Gita

FESTaRfd ASTddeda’l o : |
| IYHH od dlpRagadd | |

From the Bhagvad-Gita he gave me in 1963 when going to US for
Ph.D. in Physics

http://www.archive.org/details/velocitydependen0Osharrich

Dadaji was endowed by the Creator(s) with following Swarupas or
attributes:

. Gurushishya Parampara

. Vidwan Sarvatra Pujyate

. Ishwar Men Atal Vishwas

. Shankaracharya Aur Acharyon Men Ananyabhakti
. Sahitya Sangeet Kalamaya Jeevan

. Manavata Dharm Samaj Seva

. Pratyek Par Vishesh Kripa
. Vidhyarthi Ki Arthik Sahayata

. Ajatshatru—WhoseAdversariesWereUnknown

. Drishya Or Yatraon Men Ruchi

. Patanga Goth Samuhik Bhoj Aur Goshti

. Gulab Shakari And Mishrimava Vijaya Aur Pan-Zarda Patti-
With Chuna

. Dhayji Se Prem Aur Nirguna Sangun Ka Vartalap Chintan

I was reared-up by Bade Masaheb, Shrimati Vidushi Chandra
Kunwar Bai (Bundi-wale, maiden surname Vyas) and Masaheb Man
Kunwar bai (paternal grandma — whose maiden surname was Kakda)
and Dadaji being father was always available to guide me usually in
Mabhal or front part of the temple overlooking Johari Bazar. My
maternal grandma Shrimati Ramsukhi Bai Joshi similarly brought up
Subodh Dada. Govind, being youngest, spent longest early years with
my mother Dhayji. This was also practical as the siblings were 2 years
apart. Maternal grandpa Shriman Laxmilalji Joshi always provided
me reasoning as [ was always stubborn and very self-protective of my



rights and place in the family. Dhayji loved us immensely and
attended to my needs and complaints and she had to travel to Udaipur
often for family reasons. Govind never disappointed me even when I
acted as hyper-big brother and he would resolve many of our small
household problems, coordination and purchases.

Dadaji prohibited us young children to go to Mahal, whenever there
were independence related processions. British and subordinate
Indian troops often used tear gas and even sometimes fired shots in
the air during Indian independence movement (~1944-47).

I recall clearly when Dadaji returned to Jaipur from Kashmir in 1945
after sightseeing while Bapusaheb still stayed there for work during
British days, and Dadaji returned via Murree (near current
Islamabad) and Lahore. After Independence in 1947 Jaipur, a
peaceful quiet city of 200,000 people with lot of open space and hot
summers suddenly saw multiple fold increase in population when
refugees came from west after Pakistan was carved out of India.
These people from Sind and Punjab are to date the most enterprising
people who helped not only their families but also helped develop
Jaipur economically through mostly trade and commerce.

After 1 grew up beyond eight, I was (transferred) cared for by
Masaheb and there were fun days when I could accompany Dhayji to
Udaipur and Mandal village, as well as whenever Masaheb took us to
pilgrimage at Mathura, Haridwar, Pushkar (for me sight-seeing and
cultural expose') and when Bapusaheb took us to Delhi, Nainital and
Mussorie during his travels for work.

Dadaji's Rajguru and Katha activities were engrossing, as well his
learning zeal and music interests. His best friend Rajguru Bhav Duttji
Ojha Maithil was my teacher and guide and taught me many good
things valuable, respect for elders and teachers were most paramount
in our family culture. Due to Divine blessings and those of teachers
and elders I was able to apply at least part of enormous energy to
study, always stood first in class and was valedictorian in the Subodh
Jain High School and 9th in the State. Dadaji did not like taking me to

high school principal for admission as he never wanted any personal favor
fromanyone, but had to do as this good school had lot of rush to get into.

Two of Dadaji's fastest friends (relatives — cousins) were academically
excellent and inspired me; Dr. Bhola Shankar Vyas (D.Litt. —Later,
Professor at Banaras Hindu University) and Presidential Awardee
Vaidya Shri Ambalalji Joshi Acharya of Ayurveda (Indian Medicine) at
Jodhpur. Bhola Shankarji from Bundi was the first among relatives to
go to London to do research in Sanskrit at the Oriental College,
published more than 50 books distributed his books to Dadaji and
friends. Ambalalji was selfless practitioner of Ayurveda who also
prepared formulations and distributed mostly at cost. A CEO of
NASA's Earth science satellite contract company in the US who is from
Jodhpur recalled a decade ago that his family benefited from Vaidya
Joshiji's medicines as they had economic challenges in early years. All
his brothers including Shri Dr. Taraprakashji Joshi have achieved
National Fame.

Dadhichi—Dadhimati community as mentioned was a major activity in
Mahal. Dadaji was surrounded by scholars, music lovers, religious
Gurus and people who associated with him in many ways. When I was
little (5-7) he had more than half a dozen personal assistants / servers
and a manager of estate. I Clearly recall eight Rajasthani turbaned
colorfully folk-dressed attendants who used to appear during Dashehra,
Gurupurnima and Maharaja Saheb's birthday. They used to carry
Chanwar, Chhadi, Chhatra and four of them would take him in
palanquin (open) or Pinjus (closed). In addition, Narayanji Maharaj
was a cook taught me how to make tasty meals, Gopal Singhyji the horse-
tender how to ride. Gyarasiramji used to cast gold ornaments. Temple
well water was similarly pulled up by village colorful folks for
fountains during festivals. Being a respected Rajguru, he would not
travel without head gear nor without horse carriage or Tonga in early
era. Famous people and jewelers would also go to gardens, picnics and
club with him on occasions. Masaheb's was from Gyarah Rudra
Mahadev Temple (2 blocks) and she would go there out of home after
dark (as she was Noble Lady — Rajguru patni).



My Nani maternal grandma - Bai taught me swimming in Mandal
village lake.Dhayji had a personal account where she used to save
mostly from what her parental side gave her —most of its 2000 rupees
in 1962 and 1963 were used for my nuclear studies M.Sc. at Royal
Institute of Science, Bombay Univ. I earned part time Rs. 145/pm in
1962 teaching Lab at Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan. Dadaji and I were
fondest of flying Patang (Kites) and Diwali fireworks. Eating:
Jeemans, and Feasts from Masaheb were great in variety and quantity
with quality. Rural agriculture revenue collection visits with estate
manager and Dadaji and seeing how things grow — a profession my
brother Govind adopted.

Science: Maamaji (younger Uncle) Dr. K. C. Joshi had chosen
medicine and elder brother Subodhji engineering and Bapusaheb had
introduced me to Dr. D. S. Kothari (Kothari and Chandrasekhar were
Nobel level scientist students of Lord Rutherford and Meghnad Saha)
and Dr. M.G. Bhatawdekar at Jaipur. Their association enabled me to
leave medical college and study physics. Dadaji gave us full freedom in
choosing areas of study, but did not liking my leaving medicine as he
saw possibilities in social service through medicine, now his dream is
fulfilled by his great granddaughters Neha, Nisha who just became
doctors.

Florida letters — Masaheb announced traditionally in mandir our Son
Amit's birth in 1964 and Amit received Dadaji's loving letters till his
nine years of Age in the US. Amit really enjoyed his time with Dadaji
and Dhayji in Bangalore till 1980 when he returned to USA.
Fortunately Dadaji was able to see photos of Amit and Savita's twin
daughters Neha-Nisha till Sept 1992 (see photo with Bapusaheb and
Dhayji).

Being engrossed in Lunar Landing (NASA Apollo Program)science,
technology and systems engineering, I was beginning to forget Hindi so
I would write to Dadaji and he would correct my writing and send back
to me. With spool type tape recorder, he sent me Shiva Tandava Stotra
in 1969-70.

Mahatma Bhuri Bai who had deep spiritual realization, often
expressed it as divine affection for all in our family. I was invited by
Dr. Vikram Sarabhai and came to India in 1973 to serve and whenever
there was orchestration against my convictions toward serving
India's space program, I went to her and found inner peace and
strength to face challenges. Bapusaheb, Karnataka Governor
Mousaji Sukhadia ji, and Dadaji were very encouraging in these
difficult periods. My Elder Uncle Shri Shyam Sunderji Joshi (IAS)
was very quiet disciple of Mahatma Bhuri Bai (Gyan Yogi) while Dr.
Hari Singhji Chundawat Eye Surgeon a Karma Yogi.

One day as a teenager | was walking in Bazar at Jaipur when [ met a
relative and saw with him a young school girl Snehprabhain western
white dress with leather shoes. He invited me to his cousin sister's
house. Later after 4-5 years of reasoning and waiting with
Bapusaheb's active guidance Sneh Prabha and I were engaged in
1962. Snehprabhalost her Father Shri Shiv Prasadji in 1940s and my
Mother-in-law Mrs. Asha Rani Diama, a teacher and Single Mom
brought her up. Thus this Love Marriage was first in family helped by
Bapusaheb due to his great natural affection and Univ. of Allahabad
relations with my wife Sneh Prabha's family.

Senior Scientists such as Sir CV Raman, Bhabha visiting US Science
Education and NASA teams encouraged my inquisitiveness and that
focused my interest in space science. I received admission at U of
Florida, followed by tremendous encouragement from Dadaji who
came to Bombay to see me off. I accepted scholarships from
Rajasthan Government, financial help from friend Rathi's family,
Himmatramkaji and Sethna trust to make the journey with
Snehprabha who has supported me through all good and tough
periods of my life. Without her sacrifices such as leaving her mother
(only daughter), and her support for bringing and supporting
education of my brothers in the US as well as through my intense
work contributions and industry struggles, I would not be able to
achieve any goals successfully.



Fearing social impact and comments on Dadaji I came to India in
1968 to spend summer and handle Govind's inter- community
marriage news with him - first in our family that has actually enriched
our family to bring a varied rich viewpoint on life - till date. After
finishing Post-doctoral work at Yale I received Apollo Achievement
Award from NASA for my work on human landing, and All the elders
and specially Dadaji were happy. Incidentally I again met Buzz
Aldrin after 40 years (photo with second man to land on Moon). In the
same context we will be grateful to our dear friends Late Dr. Arnold
and RoddyPearse for many things including - Ashoka Hotel dinner
Seating ~1977 where for the first time Dhayji, Dadaji and Bapusaheb
set together without Dhayji's Veil.

Masaheb — Asked me about Apollo Lunar Landing and her air travel
to Bangalore from Jaipur around 1974 helped her fathom space
achievements in which her grandson had made contributions.
Bapusaheb and Dadaji and Mother-in-Law Mrs. Diama went to see
off Amit for the US in 1980.

Masaheb Dadaji and Dhayji and separately Dadaji Dhayji Bapusaheb
spent a total of about one year out of 15 years that we lived in
Bangalore and in spite of my engaging life in the Indian Space
Program, I took them several times for tours and pilgrimages of south
India - Tamil Nadu — Rameswaram, Chidambaram, Kanyakumari,
Kerala — Guruvayur, Thekkadi Periyar Lake, Trivandram, The
Mothers Darshan at Arvind Ashram Pondicherry, Karnataka -
Sringeri, Udipi, Jog falls, Mysore, Vrindavan Gardens,
Shivasamudram, Dushehra at Mysore, Gokarna, and St Francis
Xavier's body's darshan at Goa , are some highlights of most pleasant
time with Dadaji, Dhayji and Bapusaheb.

With Subodh Dada and Sushila Bhabhi's dutiful service and Govind-
Prabha'sdistant support Dadaji-Dhayji were well cared for. Ravi-
Snehprabha and Amit enjoyed good times with them. He was also
happy during Amit's wedding with Savita 1988 and Mayank's with
Deepti 1990. His immense affection for his daughter in law

Snehprabha had one more reason, they both were brought up without
having a living father to guide their lives. His admiration, although he
never boasted about us, unlike what I am doing here, was to get
inspired by accomplishments of modern science, nuclear and space
physics and it is reflected atplaces in his Krititva. I have still to learn
more about Dadaji by reading his Krititva both prose and poems.

Dhayji lived five years after Dadaji left us and a great joy for us was
that Dhayji and I played with Riju while Deepti and Mayank were
working hard to help us come out of business challenges.

The big wonder is that a common appearance of Dadaji had so much
inner balanced state and knowledge full of good feelings for and well-
being of all levels of humanity.

A summary of my work history can be found at:
http://www.linkedIn.com/in/drravisharma

Dr. Ravi Sharmadrravisharma@gmail.com, Cell 313 204 1740 US,
91-96366 58888 India, Locations: Elk Grove CA 95758 US Devipath
Jaipur India 302004.

DADAJI WAS ANMOL

Sneh Prabha Sharma
Bahu (Daughter-In-Law)

“Baba- was such that we can only
estimate his greatness

— just like —
Surajkochiragdikhana.”



Reminiscing About My Father:
Shri Jagdeesh Chandra Sharma

Govind Chandra Sharma
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Whatever all this universe is, -seen or heard of, -pervading all this from
inside and outside is established in the Supreme Eternal Divine Being.

(-Narayana Sukta)

I do not recall what is first memory was of “Dadaji”, my dear father. I
wonder if others know exactly when the father-figure-realization first
occurs. Mothers are different we know, because even after our birth
we are nothing but a helpless appendage of our mothers who provide
us sustenance, love and expose us to the world near and far. I
remember that I was very fortunate to have two very caring and
loving parents and three older siblings who loved, cared, protected
and defended me even when [ was an adult.

These reminisces are mostly from my first fifteen years.

Not remembering when I first encountered my father, I do vividly
recall his presence in his “environs” or the “Mahal” which was a
signature statement of his very presence. It was by any standard a
royal and formal setting befitting his dignified stature and taste.
Rarely did I see it in an unkempt state. There was laughter there
especially on many Sunday afternoon get-togethers where Dadaji's
friends and relatives came by religiously for a few hours just to be
together, to play cards or just to be. But no one had a greater presence
in Dadaji's life than Bhavdattji Ojha, the distinguished Raj-guru of
Jaipur state representing Mithila. He was my father's dearest friend,
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and the best teacher to us in more than one way. As he approached the
Mahal compound he would announce his entry by addressing Dadaji
as “Maha Mahim” or as “the great among the greatest”. His visits
brought a smile to my father's face and for a moment Dadaji forgot his
worldly cares and the two friends discussed whatever was on their
minds. Often they discussed Jaipur happenings or a couplet in
Sanskrit that one of them had liked. Both of them had lived in that
tumultuous and transformative era as prominent citizens of Jaipur
state as they underwent the transition from Tajimi Sardars during the
royal rule to the end British rule and finally as proud citizens of
independent India. Such a transition had also meant the loss of Jagirs
during the implementation of land reform in India and substantive
change in the financial status their respective families.

My early memory also included that of Dadaji riding an elephant with
Maharaja Man Singhji while participating in the city's Holi or Guru
Purnima festival. Many times I clearly remember him riding the
Palanquin or Pinjus (a covered palanquin) from Champawatji Temple
to the City Palace; I also have memories of a “fitten” or carriage
pulled by a horse and noticed how the horse knew to speed up to
negotiate the climb of “Khurra” at the Temple entrance. Later on I
remember the “fitten” parts stored in a storage room in the temple.
Dadaji was a keen follower of world affairs and read several
newspapers each day. Also there was a radio which each Saturday
night brought to us the National Program of Music where my father
enjoyed classical music presentations of Pandit Omkarnath Thakur
and the young Pandit Bhimsen Joshi among many others. We also
heard on the same radio the discourses by our maternal grandfather,
“Bapu Sahib” Shri Laxmi Lal Joshi. In addition to being one of the
most able administrators in the State of Rajasthan, Bapu Sahib was a
distinguished scholar as he presented to the radio listeners the lilting
Sanskrit poetry of Jaydev's Geet Govind the astha padi songs of
Krishna's eternal love and the remorse of separation from it among
Gopis. Dadaji did not like to be disturbed during the National
Program as he listened to it in its entirety. I did not realize then that
his discipline of listening to such an ancient tradition would inculcate
a deep appreciation even when I could hardly understand the



grammar of it. Also, if I developed any reading appreciation in Hindi
or in English, I would attribute it to reading the magazine Dadaji use
to have in the Mahal. Later in the Bapu Nagar residence, Dadaji's
habit continued of reading several newspapers a day.

The other fond memory of Dadaji that has persisted with me was
going with him for a stroll in the late evening to his favorite a Shiva
Temple, Gyarah Rudra Mahadeyv, in Chaura Rasta near Tripolia in the
center of the Old Jaipur City. When I was a young boy of ten or
twelve, he would ask if I would like to go for a walk with him. And
eager to spend time alone with my very affectionate father, I would
readily say yes. But often it turned out to be a colossal mistake. He
would hardly walk ten steps in the busy Johari Bazar and he would be
stopped for a conversation or advice by someone who wanted to
respectfully touch his feet. They would have a serious conversation
which would often last about 10 to 30 minutes. And in one stroll there
could be three or four such informal street-side chats. And as a young
boy I had neither the ability to understand the conversations nor the
patience to stand and listen to any of it. But I also did not have the
audacity to ask him to move on. But whenever he did get a break, he
would be very caring and a loving conversationalist even with a
young boy.

There was also the time of deep scholarship in the Mahal when Dadaji
would have spread his reading materials and deeply immerse himself
in writing, preparing for his daily routine of Katha in the temple,
editing Dadhimati Magazine, or attending to numerous legal cases as
the court's honorary magistrate. We knew then to be as quiet as
possible. But from such efforts came his comprehensive poem that
covered the great works of Vishwa Shaanti Path (Hymn for World
Peace) that touched upon great religious traditions in Christian,
Islamic, Sufi, Buddhist, Jain and Hindu thoughts, just to name a few.
In his own style he invoked the works of Tamil's ancient scholar
Thiruvallur, Kalidas, Gandhi, Nehru, Tilak, Gokhale, Gorky, and
Marx. Dadaji's eclectic style always explored commonality and the
gentility of the Indian ethos in accepting differing dogmas or
opinions. His scholarship and deep understanding was never a point
of pride, for he fully believed in the dictum, “Vidya dadati vinayam”
or “Scholarship/learning (should) lead to humility”, because in all my

association with Dadaji never did I see him misuse the shortest word
“17.

Later came progressively tougher times with the loss of the Jagir that
reduced sources of income which brought anxiety to this gentle soul
who did not quite understand the monetary aspects of life. But the one
stroke of financial genius he did exhibit was his investment in
acquiring a suburban plot of land in Bapu Nagar. But It was my
brother Subodh Dada who had the vision to remodel and move the
family from the Temple to Bapu Nagar and there my father, mother
and grandmother “Ma Sahib” had clean air, a very comfortable home
and food cooked with nutrition and care of my Bhabhi, Sushila. It was
far from the daily complexities of living in separate male and female
quarters of the Mandir.

Dadaji was a visionary and he wanted us to be ready for the emerging
era of independent India and the modern world. It was his vision to
prepare us three brothers for the “brave new world” of post-Industrial
society of the knowledge-era. He provided us with adequate
resources both in the Mandir and in Bapu Nagar so that today his
grandchildren are self-sufficient. His great grandchildren include
Nisha and Neha who are among the first women medical doctors in
the Sharma family and Riju, Raghu and Naveen Lal who at the time of
this writing are in constant pursuit of education and self-
improvement. And I am sure my grandparents- Ma Sahib and Babayji-
are smiling in the heavens as they observe the achievements of
Dadaji, their only surviving child as he planted and carefully tended a
flowerbed spanning four generations and of immense possibilities.
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DADAJI

My respected Father-in-law

Prabha Sharma
The Youngest Daughter In Law

My earliest memories of Dadaji are when I first came to Jaipur in the
winter of 1972 as a young bride, married to Dadaji's youngest son,
Govind. Govind and I had met in the U.S., went to graduate school
together and were married in 1968. Our “love marriage” of course
broke many rules- it was across caste lines, across regional lines,
across seven generations of Sharma marriages within their own
community. So my entry into the Mandir in 1972 was a time of great
trepidation for me/us. But with the heartfelt support of Subodh
dada/Bhabhi and Ravi dada/Bhabhi we were all welcomed by Dadaji
and Dhaiji and respected Ma Sahib into the labyrinth of our historic
Mandir. From that day on, Dadaji never expressed even one word of
disapproval towards us. Once in the fold, I was one hundred percent
the family's youngest daughter in law.

Overall, I never spent much time with Dadaji on a one to one basis. |
hardly ever spoke to him directly. But in the Bapu Nagar house he
made sure that the English language newspapers were sent to me to
read. [ think he read half a dozen newspapers every single day. I
knew he liked flowers and so I would try to replace the flowers in his
room as often as I could. To our son Manan, Dadaji was a doting
grandfather. Every birthday card came with a poem attached to it
with many blessings. When Manan was younger and we visited
Jaipur, Dadaji would try to bring him a gift each evening on his return
from Johari Bazaar to Bapu Nagar.

This perfect gentleman, our “Dadaji”’a man of few words- but of lofty
thoughts and actions never had an unkind word for anyone, not even
those who were ready to deprive him of his lawful inheritance. He
was a scholar, a teacher, a mindful parent and above all a great soul.
We bow to him and hope that in some small way we, his descendants
will emulate his exemplary life on this earth.
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Baba taught me many things - chess, Sanskrit, and leadership. My
fondest memories are playing chess with Baba which he graciously
let me win so I could learn and build confidence. Often at the end of
game he would say, with a playful sorrow,“Mhara kala chashma se
deekhiyo kona” (I couldn't see with these dark glasses) or “Galat
chashma peher liyo aaj” (I wore the wrong glasses today). Only later
in life did I begin to understand how great his leadership skills were —
listening intently to all community members who came with their
utmost trust in him, his kindness and empathy towards others, and a
deep scholar of Sanskrit. Baba was my grandfather, Dadaji to the rest
of the family, and formally known as Shri Rajguru Kathabhatt
Jagdeesh Chandra Sharma, Champavatji Mandir, Jaipur.

We arrived just as dusk was settling into the gentle but powerful flow
ofthe river next to Shankaracharya's Math at Sringeri. The memory is
vivid, the catfish were so large and of different sizes and color with
the murky water flowing rapidly. The next morning Baba was going
to meet Shankaracharya (Abhinava Vidyatirtha) at 6 or 7AM — all 1
could think of was how was I going to get up at SAM. Dhaiji
reassured me that she would wake all of us up, especially Baba.
Dhaiji even promised a game of Pachisi if I got up on time. Many
years later [ would wake up to realize that I had been privileged to
witness the event of a lifetime — Rajguru of Jaipur duets in Sanskrit
with Sringeri's Shankaracharya. This is where I first learned the
importance of Sanskrit in our family — when I returned back to school
after the trip my father had taken us all on, I took my Sanskrit classes
much more seriously.

My last memory before Baba left to be with Chandra Vihariji (our
deity in our temple in Jaipur) was a phone conversation in which he
was extremely happy that we now had twin daughters in our home.
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In memory of My Grandfather:
Shri Jagdeesh Chandraji Sharma

Dr. Manan Sharma
Grandson
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My memories of my grandfather, Dadaji, are of a learned man who
showed great affection for all of his grandchildren throughout his life.
While I lived across several continents and oceans from him, this
distance did not diminish the affection that he showed me through his
letters and correspondence. My interactions with him when [ was
young were mainly through him writing cards for my birthday and
letters inquiring about my school. The fact that he took the time to
write to me says so much about what a caring soul Dadaji was. On my
first visit to Jaipur in 1979, he brought me a toy every day until my
parents said that he has enough toys and taking them back to my home
in Huntsville, AL, USA will be difficult. | remember taking naps with
him and my grandmother (Dhaiji) in the afternoon in their room, and
reading the English language newspapers with him on the porch of
the Bapu Nagar house.

I have two memories of Dadaji that stand out in my mind. The firstis
being with Dadaji at the Mandir with him and my father in the
evening during and after puja. Within those walls of Champavatji Ka
Mandir (Temple), Dadaji was truly joyful and content, and he was so
happy, and that was a side of him that I rarely saw in person. Dadaji
was not an overtly emotional individual, but his sense of contentment
in that space, with one of his sons and grandsons, was something that
I will always remember. My second favorite memory is of Dadaji
sitting on the porch of the Bapu-Nagar house with his endless stream
of friends and well-wishers who would come by during the day.
Whether they were to socialize or seek counsel, Dadaji always had
time for languid and relaxed conversations with them. Dadaji was a
quiet, learned man who showed me that reading, listening, watching
and speaking meaningfully was a route to a contented life. Although I
wish I had spent more time with him, I am grateful for the very special
moments I enjoyed with him, and I will share them with my own son.
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